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pitiful things are said in lieu of anything real to say. 
The fact is, no speech ever spoken in Congress is less 
an utterance of the past. It is, to be sure, an inter- 
pretation of our own past as a nation. But does not 
the future destiny of the world hang on the accep- 
tance of the principles of right, justice, liberty, equal- 
ity and self-government out of which the great 
Republic grew ? If Senator Hoar's speech belongs to 
the past, then civilization has no future. It has 
passed its noon meridian, and night and final dark- 
ness are not far away. 

If our country finally abandons the ideals portrayed 
by him, by which it has hitherto been led, it may for 
a time, through war and domination, grow greater in 
length and breadth, but in every other respect it will 
grow less. The corruptions of ambition and greed, 
with the dangerous and exhausting entanglements 
springing therefrom, will bring it finally to the dust, 
and thereafter it will never be able to rise again, if at 
all, without solemn repentance and a return to first 
principles. "Now is the day of salvation." 



Annual Meeting. 

The Annual Business Meeting of the American 
Peace Society will be held in Social Hall, Tremont 
Temple, Boston, on Wednesday, the 9th inst., at 2 
o'clock P. M. ; not Monday the 7th, as announced in 
our last issue. A full report of the proceedings, in- 
cluding the annual report of the Board of Directors, 
will be published in the June Advocate of Peace. 



National 
Martyrdom. 



Editorial Notes. 

At the meeting of the National Council 
of Evangelical Free Churches, held at 
Sheffield, England, in March, Dr. Alexander 
Mackennal gave utterance to a great practical Christian 
truth, in regard to national life, which few Christian 
teachers have in modern times had the candor and cour- 
age to declare. We quote one passage : 

" The hardest lesson we have to learn is that a nation 
which would fulfil the perfect law of Christ may have to 
give its life for its testimony. For many years the 
thought has pressed upon me that, if England is to fulfil 
her noblest destiny, she may be called to be a sacrificial 
nation. And I have had the dream that the sacrifice 
might be in the cause of peace. If England, in the 
plenitude of her power, should lay down every weapon 
of a carnal warfare, disband her armies, call her fleets 
from the sea, throw open her ports, and trust for her 
continued existence only to the service she could render 
to the world and the testimony she would bear to Christ, 
what would happen ? I know not ; and the doubt, the 
knowledge that any one who would speak of such a 
thing would not command a serious hearing has made 
me a lonely man. But it comes again and again; the 
longing will not be repressed. It might be that Christ, 
whose ' finished work ' is the trust of his people, would 



declare that the purpose of such a sacrifice is sacrifice ; 
that the example would be enough, and that the nation 
would continue to be living and strong in the gratitude 
of all peoples. But if otherwise, what then ? Such a 
martyrdom would quicken the conscience of the world. 
I am sure that, so long as the vision of a martyred nation 
appears absurd and impossible, there will never be a 
Christian nation. This also I believe, that, until our 
advocates of peace fairly apprehend that a nation mar- 
tyred for Christ's sake may be within the counsel of God, 
their advocacy will lack its final inspiration and its 
victorious appeal." 



Boy 

Butchers. 



Concord, for April, continues its study 
of what the English army is and what it 
costs. In this fifth article, under the cap- 
tion, " A Chapter of Boy Butchers," the following most 
remarkable, indeed startling, information is given : 

"The essential fact in the evolution of the British 
army during the last twenty years is that it has become 
steadily more and more an army of lads. The number 
of recruits for the Regulars under seventeen year.* of age 
has greatly increased ; the proportion remains stationary 
at nearly four per cent. The number under nineteen 
has almost quadrupled itself. The recruits in their 
eighteenth year were 17,362 in 1898, against 5,359 in 
1879 ; those in their nineteenth year were 8,538, as com- 
pared with 4,913 twenty years earlier. The number 
under twenty years of age was 27,642, out of a total 
recruited number of 40,701. In 1879 the proportion 
was 11,339 out of 25,896. Thus the proportion of lads 
of sixteen, seventeen, eighteen and nineteen to the whole 
of those who join the colors has increased in this period 
of progressive imperialism from forty-three to sixty-eight 
per cent. . . . 

" The whole growth of the army in these years is due 
to a large increase in boy enlistment. In 1898 only 193 
recruits had 'reached their twenty-fifth year, as compared 
with 1,530 who were still in their, sixteenth. . . . 

"If we turn to the Militia — which is now, be it 
remembered, available for foreign service — we find the 
same fact in a more accentuated form. Of 40,127 re- 
cruits in 1898, just over 500 were only sixteen years old, 
13,416 were only seventeen, 11,766 were only eighteen, 
and 4,997 were only nineteen ; and those of more mature 
age were all told only 9,445 in number. Taking the 
whole Militia force as it stands, we find that it contains 
782 boys of sixteen, 8,486 lads of seventeen, 13,441 of 
eighteen, and 12,876 of nineteen. . . . 

" We peace men are often charged with vague and 
vain theorizing ; but we have here a concrete and radical 
fact upon which one would think all decent men must 
agree, if only they knew about it. We have had to con- 
sider so many arguments in defence of armies and fight- 
ing that we are inclined to think no new variations can 
be invented. Many of these arguments afford matter for 
serious consideration, and some of them lead to genuine 
differences of ethical opinion ; but we have never yet 
heard any attempt to justify the training of boys of six- 
teen to the business of manslaughter, or the drafting of 
boys of sixteen off into the military hells of India and 
Egypt. . . . The total proportion of desertion has de- 
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creased since ten or twenty years ago, but it has increased 
in the last four or five years from sixteen to nineteen per 
thousand men of the average strength. The proportion 
is much higher in the Cavalry. In the Militia over a 
fifth of the recruits desert every year, a half of these in 
their first year of service. These figures suggest that 
barrack life is not exactly a bed of roses, and that even 
the much-tested soldier will defy the law to get out 
of it." 



The English Peace Society, through its 

and p^nce secretary, Dr. Darby, on the 2d of April 

presented to Mr. Loubet, President of the 

French republic, an admirable address, from which we 

quote the following : 

" They would express to your Excellency their earnest 
desire that the exhibition which is about to be held in 
Paris under your presidency will have the effect of 
bringing the civilized nations of the world still closer 
together in peaceful cooperation and rivalry, and of 
promoting those mutual interests which will form so 
many strong and additional ties binding them together 
in the confederation of commerce. 

" They also desire to express the cordial good feeling 
which they, in common, as they believe, with a vast 
majority of the people of this country, have towards the 
French nation, which has for so long occupied a fore- 
most position in the ranks of civilization and progress ; 
and they earnestly cherish the hope that no misunder- 
standing or distrust may be suffered to exist between the 
two countries, and that by mutual intercourse and fuller 
knowledge of each other their peoples may be drawn 
together in the bonds of amity and of a true entente 
cordiale. Such close neighbors have a multiplicity of 
common interests and an intimacy of continual inter- 
course, which ought to make hostility between them 
f or everimpossible . 

"They would further venture to convey to your 
Excellency their great appreciation of the personal quali- 
ties which have placed you in the position you occupy 
as the head of the great French republic ; and they pray 
God that your life may be long spared to promote the 
best interests of the land you love." 



Exposition 
Opened. 



somewhat elaborately the doctrine of the solidarity of 
mankind. He spoke of the necessity of bettering the 
condition of the poor, of overcoming ignorance and 
misery, and ended with a word in honor of labor. 
President Loubet, in accepting the Exposition in the 
name of the state, among other things said : " This 
work of harmony, peace and progress, however ephemeral 
its outward show, will not have been in vain ; the peace- 
ful meeting of the governments of the world will not 
remain sterile. I am convinced that, thanks to the per- 
severing affirmation of certain generous thoughts with 
which the expiring century has resounded, the twentieth 
century will witness a little more fraternity and less 
misery of all kinds, and that ere long, perhaps, we shall 
have accomplished an important step in the slow evolu- 
tion of the work toward happiness and of man toward 
humanity." This is a noble and perfectly justifiable fore- 
cast, and we have no doubt that the splendid Exposition 
now in progress in the French capital will do its full 
share toward the fulfilment of President Loubet's proph- 
ecy. Beside the glory of such an Exhibition of Frater- 
nity, how mean and unworthy a war of hate and greed 
between two peoples now seems? 



The Paris Exposition, which was form- 
ally opened on the 14th of April, is likely 
to prove one of the most imposing, attrac- 
tive and instructive in the series of modern expositions. 
Great preparations have been made for it by the French 
government and the managers. So extensive, in fact, 
were the plans that much remained to be done when the 
grounds were thrown open. The speech formally hand- 
ing over the Exposition to the President of the Repub- 
lic was delivered by Mr. Millerand, a Socialist member 
of the Chamber of Deputies. After extending compli- 
ments and thanks to the commissioner-general and his 
staff, and to the representatives of foreign governments 
for their cooperation, he spoke eloquently of the various 
races of mankind as one brotherhood, and discussed 



In his two hundred and fiftieth Monday 
fm'eriaHsm lecture in Boston, April 9, Joseph Cook 
uttered the following strong words as to 
the dangers of " cormorant imperialism " and the neglect 
of the churches to lay emphasis upon the movements for 
peace : 

" Take war, influenced largely by greed, representing 
cormorant imperialism as distinct from Christian imperial- 
ism. We have not learned to throttle it in the name of 
outraged national sentiment. I want movements for 
peace to succeed, but they are skipped essentials in most 
churches. Unless we have an International Board there 
will be cormorant imperialism endeavoring to subdue the 
tropics and govern their people — black, brown, brunette 
and white. If we hadn't put down slavery I believe 
John Bright's prophecy would have been fulfilled, and 
the poor whites of the mountain regions of the South 
would have been sold at last. There would have been 
extension of the slave power around the Caribbean Sea. 
You would have seen men nearly white — with so little 
dark blood as to be hardly brunette — subdued to slavery. 
I believe one of the great burdens of the white man is to 
secure the triumph of Christian imperialism over cormo- 
rant imperialism in the tropics. We are drifting into a 
great era of cormorant prosperity. We want the islands 
in the Pacific, not because of their own value, but because 
they link to China, of which we want a share. The 
enterprise is praiseworthy, but the principle is greed. 
Give up this talk about mere trade and give the Golden 
Rule a chance ! I hold it is the business of the Church 
to make Christian imperialism stand back of cormorant 
imperialism and rule it (that is the aim of the efforts for 
international peace and justice, such "as the convention 
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at The Hague) — rule the speculators in the diamond 
fields and gold mines of South Africa — speculators in 
trade in the tropics, both in the islands and the continen- 
tal regions. The time is coming when the Church, as 
represented by missions, must insist on justice and ordin- 
ary fair play, and freedom of the colored population from 
vassalage and from the ten thousand infernal tricks of 
trade which will defraud them of their possessions unless 
the Church arise and shine on the equator more hotly 
than the sun of the natural heaven ever shone there." 



Freedom 
Absent. 



At the recent meeting of the American 
Historical Association in Boston, Thomas 
Wentworth Higginson, the principal 
speaker, gave utterance to the following timely and 
significant words. If he had been discussing the subject 
of peace, he might have said that where freedom is not, 
there peace cannot be. The policy of imperialism, whose 
very genius is the spirit of war, is the everlasting foe of 
the spirit of fraternity and the peace growing therefrom. 
He says : 

" I have been specially struck by the force and clear- 
ness of the speeches made in these meetings. But I 
noticed the absence of one word which in my student 
days was always present, always in the air — the word 
' freedom.' In this morning's discussion of the relation 
of this country to other countries that glorious word did 
not occur. I pray you, ladies and gentlemen, in your 
historical study and teachings, to think deeply of this, 
and consider how four names express the situation, 
Ca3sar and Napoleon on one side and Japan and Mexico 
on the other. All your dreams of empire point back to 
the desolate plains of the Campagna, the end of Roman 
greatness, or to the desolate rocks of St. Helena. We 
might have seized Japan at one time; but look at her 
and compare her free vigor with India under British 
rule. Look at Mexico, which we might also have seized, 
when she was the very example of misrule. Now see 
how she is, by merely being let alone, growing up into 
power and prosperity. I dare say that three-fourths of 
you disagree with me on this point ; but I have stood in 
companies where nine-tenths of those present were on 
the other side, and I can stand it. But I hope the next 
time I attend meetings of this association I shall hear 
something about freedom in the deliberations." 



Slaughter 
of Beasts. 



Not the least dreadful and loathsome 
side of the war in South Africa is the 
slaughter and suffering of dumb animals. 
It is estimated that the war is destroying not less than 
five thousand per week. More than one hundred thou- 
sand horses, mules and oxen have already been used up. 
The world is being ransacked for animals with which to 
replace them. Lord Robert's campaign has been held 
up because of the fearful losses of horses and cattle, 
which he is said to have suffered during his fighting and 
hurried march into the Orange Free State. After the 
fighting at Paardeberg, thousands of dead horses a^id 



oxen which had been destroyed by the British shells 
were carried by the swollen river from the position 
which Cronje had occupied right through the midst of 
the British camp. A " gruesome sight " indeed, as a 
writer from South Africa declares. "Graphic accounts 
from recent battles," says the New York Tribune, " state 
that the veldt was strewn for miles with dead and 
wounded horses, and pictures that one shudders to think 
of arise in the minds of all true lovers of the noble ani- 
mals. Unless hit in the head, it is unlikely that the poor 
beasts are killed outright, and a lingering death from 
thirst and starvation must necessarily follow." It seems 
that in the "civilizing" of war no arrangements have 
been made for putting the wounded beasts out of their 
misery. The soldiers are not allowed to do so. And so 
as the storm of war sweeps on the poor mangled horses 
and oxen are left, single or in confused heaps, to cruel 
torture and death. For all their tortures men are re- 
sponsible. They are forced into the conflict against 
their will. Nothing better illustrates the supreme ego- 
tism and heartless selfishness of human beings in going 
to war than the manner in which these dumb and inno- 
cent creatures are compelled to share in the fighting and 
to give up their lives under the most neglected and ex- 
cruciating conditions. No words have ever yet been 
coined capable of expressing the depths of the multiplied 
iniquities of war. ^^^ : ^_^ : ^^__ 

Prof. Goldwin Smith, the prominent 
cri«dsm Sn,ith * British-Canadian author and publicist, re- 
cently returned from a stay of some months 
in Italy, has given out the following judgment on the 
South African war : 

" None of my English friends and correspondents has 
ever doubted what would be the issue of a war in which 
the entire forces of the British empire v. ere opposed to 
those of a population not half as large as the population 
of Liverpool. The Boers have put into the field decrep- 
itude and childhood. They have no reserves. We shall 
win, and, having won, we shall too, probably, reap in 
the judgment of posterity a measure of the same glory 
which we reaped by the burning of Joan of Arc. We 
shall be fortunate if we escape the guilt of opening an 
era of unscrupulous rapacity and violence which might 
throw back for a century the progress of moral civiliza- 
tion. Axe on shoulder, the Boers twice went out to 
make for themselves a home in the wilderness where 
they might live their own life. Who had a right to take 
it from them? Her Britannic Majesty did not create 
Africa. We are coming again to the era in which popes 
meted out the earth with their fiat and barred a whole 
hemisphere against mankind. If gold was found in the 
Boer's territory, was it not his ? The Transvaal franchise 
needed reforms ; so did that of England, within living 
memory, and in a still greater degree. But reform was 
not the order of Mr. Cecil Rhodes and his political allies. 
What they wanted was to give the ballot to people who 
they knew would use it to vote away the independence 
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of the State. There is too much truth in the saying that 
this is the second Jameson raid. It makes me sad to 
think into what hands my country has fallen. Had Lord 
Salisbury kept the matter in his own hands as he ought, 
for it was really a foreign, not a colonial question, there 
would have been no war. The Boers had in the conven- 
tion of 1881 as clear a covenant for complete internal 
government as words could express. That convention 
was not a grant from a sovereign, subject to withdrawal 
at his pleasure, it was a contract between two parties, the 
covenants of which each of them was bound to keep, and 
submit in case of dispute as to their import to impartial 
arbitration." 



The International Law Association has 
international Law acceted an i nv i tat j on extended by the 

Association. r •" 

Mayor of Rouen, France, and the presi- 
dent of the Rouen Chamber of Commerce, to hold the 
nineteenth conference of the Association in that city, 
beginning on Monday, August 20. The Conference will 
be presided over by Hon. Simeon E. Baldwin of the 
Supreme Court of Connecticut, president of the Associa- 
tion this year. The program will include the following 
points : 

1. The further discussion and, it is hoped, a definitive 
vote on the proposals which were brought before last 
year's conference at Buffalo, for unifying the various 
legal systems of Marine Insurance. (Report, pp. 103 to 
178.) 

2. The discussion of the question of Immunity of 
Private Property at Sea from Capture during War, for 
which time could not be found last year. 

3. The consideration of the provisions of the Hague 
Conventions of 1899. 

On the foregoing questions reports are expected from 
the committees appointed last year. Reports or papers 
are also expected, and discussions will take place on the 
following questions : 

4. The Execution of Foreign Judgments. 

5. Nationality. 

6. Best means of giving municipal effect to Interna- 
tional Conventions. 



the way to physical death and moral ruin at the hands of 
bad women in the Philippines will have a hand in the 
demoralization of one or more of the native women of the 
islands before his own earthly career is ended. With ex- 
isting moral standards prevailing, coupled with the brutal- 
izing tendencies of army life, our military rule in the 
Philippines means a social curse to the islands, and sexual 
slavery for many of their women, more appalling than 
the demoralization of our own soldiers, bad as that is. 
A decent respect for genuine ethics demands that we 
consider the wrong we will inflict in the islands as well 
as the damage we shall suffer, and by every means in 
our power endeavor to prevent both." 



It is not easy to form an adequate con- 
H ui 1>i.'!, ! s ception of the demoralization, through rum 

the Philippines. r . 

and licentiousness, which has gone with 
the army into the Philippines, and still less easy to see 
what can be done, under the circumstances, to counteract 
it. The editor of the Philanthropist (devoted to social 
purity) writes thus on the subject : 

" Frank M. Wells, late chaplain of the First Tennessee 
Regiment, U. S. V. Infantry, in a recent interview with 
the writer, said : ' Whisky and bad women are running 
more men into death and insanity in the Philippines than 
are being killed by Filipino bullets or injured by other 
causes.' Chaplain Wells has served in the Philippines, 
and knows whereof he speaks; but he evidently told 
only one side of the story. Every American soldier on 



A Woman's 
Appeal. 



Mrs. M. L. Hollingsworth, district W. C. 
T. U. superintendent of peace and arbitra- 
tion at Colorado Springs, Colorado, sends 
us a short contribution in which she calls attention to the 
widespread unrest and spirit of contention now prevail- 
ing, the growth of avarice in the great industries and 
aggregations of capital, the " tendency to strangle human 
freedom and manhood," in the interests of wealth and 
power. She greatly deplores the apathy, the " dead 
silence " of so many of the followers of Him who drove 
the money changers from the temple, who established 
his kingdom among the meek and lowly. She believes 
that all good people everywhere should " cry aloud and 
spare not" in opposition to the aggressiveness of power- 
ful nations against weak ones, and in condemnation of 
war with " all its terrible realities and horrors." " War 
is a relic of the dark ages, of brutality and savagery." 
"Every Christian nation should shrink from it as a 
means." Almost worse than the harvest of death in 
battle is the demoralization, impurity and dissipation 
attendant upon army life. She appeals to Christian 
women and mothers everywhere to consider the cause of 
peace their cause, the cause also of their " pure daughters." 
" The future of our homes, our loved ones, pur nation, is 
dependent upon the righteous settlement of the great 
questions involved in the issues before us." 



International 
School. 



The International Peace Bureau at 
Berne has issued, as a supplement to the 
Correspondence Bimensuelle, a sheet giv- 
ing an account of the International School which has 
been organized for the Paris Exposition. "Its aim is to 
use the Exposition as the basis of a popular international 
university, to explain and render intelligible the treasures 
of human genius which will be gathered there this 
summer. With a view to increase the educative value 
of the Exposition, the International School is organizing 
a complete system of lectures which will put at the com- 
mand of visitors interested in the subject the labors of 
specialists, the results of the researches of the savants of 
all countries, in a word, a resume of human accomplish- 
ments." The School is expected to serve as a meeting 
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place for those of different countries interested in any 
particular line of endeavor, and to coordinate the labors 
of different congresses. The president of the School is 
Mr. Leon Bourgeois, chairman of the French Commission 
at the Hague Conference. The president of the Com- 
mittee of Management is Mr. Greard, director of the 
University of Paris. The English presidents are Mr. 
Bryce and Sir Archibald Geikie. The French secretaries 
are Messrs. Deloove and Choublier, 6 rue de la Comete, 
Paris. 

The Baroness von Suttner writes thus, 
Condemn j n jy^ Friedens - Warte, concerning the 

charges made in Europe as to the cause of 
the attempt on the life of the Prince of Wales : 

"An attempt has been made upon the life of the 
Prince of Wales. Fortunately it failed. As soon as an 
exciting event disturbs the world, it is immediately taken 
advantage of by all parties, in order to find in it an ex- 
emplification of their pet theories. The deed of the 
fifteen-year-old Belgian lad is declared to show that 
anarchism must be more severely dealt with ; that the 
' Maison du peuple ' is a dangerous institution ; that Dr. 
Leyds' secret work in Belgium is a dangerous one ; that 
in the schools the hours devoted to religious instruction 
must be increased ; and that the friends of peace, because 
they oppose a war actually going on, are the real insti- 
gators of such acts of vengeance towards princes, who 
according to their opinion keep the war going. But we 
friends of peace everywhere and under all circumstances 
condemn murder, wholesale murder and single murder. 
' Thou shalt not kill ' appears to us, and to us only, not 
to be a dead letter. All others see in killing — always 
according to the purpose — a lawful and useful means." 



Queen Victoria has made her visit to 
upland'*'* Ireland and returned. It is impossible to 
interpret fully her motives in going or to 
forecast the results likely to come of it. In an ordinary 
period of peace her action would have been interpreted 
on all hands in the most generous way, and would have 
had very great effect upon the Irish people both at home 
and abroad. But the time at which the royal visit was 
made has laid it open to the suspicion that it was planned 
primarily to keep the Irish people from developing 
stronger opposition to the government in its course 
towards the Transvaal. That it has done much in this 
direction is doubtful. Among Irishmen living abroad it 
has, if anything, had the opposite effect. 

The reception that was accorded her was respectful 
and often most enthusiastic. But it is possible to exag- 
gerate the meaning of this. A part of it may be set 
down to respect for the Queen as the head of the nation ; 
still more perhaps to the love and admiration everywhere 
felt for her noble, womanly character. From the reports 
of some of the correspondents it appears that no small 



share of the enthusiasm came from English residents 
of Dublin. 

If the royal visit means, as we hope it does, that the 
English government proposes to show toward Ireland 
still more of the " repentant attention," as one journal 
calls it, which has been shown in recent years, time will 
demonstrate it, and the Irish people will be quick to de- 
tect and respond to it. But if it proves to be merely a 
temporary war-supporting scheme, gotten up by the 
government, and not the spontaneous movement of the 
Queen herself, the after effects may be far from good. 

We confess that so far as the royal visit was planned 
in the interests of the iniquitous war in South Africa, we 
see no good in it. The Irish people, however great re- 
spect they may have shown to the personality or position 
of the Queen, are not to be won in that way. England 
has herself largely to thank for the deep feeling of alien- 
ation which has so long existed. She can never remove 
it except by direct efforts for the good of the island. 
She has done much in this way in recent years. The 
tide of prosperity in Ireland has already appreciably set 
in. But much remains to be done yet. If the union is 
to continue on a lasting and peaceful basis, as the interests 
of both sides of the channel demand, this condition can 
only be brought about by the granting to the Irish people 
of more of the local freedom for which they have so long 
contended, not by efforts to allure them by royal smiles 
into support of a war for the destruction of the inde- 
pendence of another people. 



Is the war in the Philippines over? 

FiBhtinT Has the " rebellion " collapsed ? Will the 

army soon come marching home ? We 
have seen it so stated so often that we have sometimes 
momentarily been inclined to believe it. For the past 
three or four weeks, on the contrary, it has begun to 
seem as if we should really, before the end comes, " kill 
off half the inhabitants in order to civilize the rest ! " If 
the recent reports be true, the fighting has degenerated 
in places almost into merciless butchery and massacre. 
These weeks have been among the bloodiest of the war. 
The Filipinos, as the rainy season approaches, have 
become active again in many places. Because they per- 
sist in fighting for their freedom, whole bands of them 
are rounded up and shot to death to the last man. As 
we write, report comes of the killing of nineteen or more 
men of an American garrison during a siege of five days. 
Has a policy of vengeance been adopted by the Ameri- 
can military authorities with the approval of the govern- 
ment? And have the Filipinos, in return, been driven 
to desperation ? And is the war to go on in this spirit ? 
The whole business becomes more and more loathe- 
some every day, and one cannot read of it without 
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" blushing and confusion of face " that our great country, 
trained as she has been in the loftiest political principles, 
should have deliberately gotten herself into this shame- 
ful position, and that she prefers, from a false sense of 
honor and prestige, to stay and continue the slaughter 
and desolation of these ill-civilized people, rather than 
adopt a righteous and just policy which would at' once 
restore peace and disarm every native in the islands. 
Our friends who have prophesied a short war and de- 
clared that the masses of the Filipinos are friendly to us 
and opposed to Aguinaldo and his forces in arms have 
been sadly mistaken in all their utterances. But they 
seem still disposed to persist in their error, and are likely 
to have the opportunity to do so for a long time to come. 
Politics at home is doing nothing to " shorten the days." 



Begbee works at Johannesburg, all Englishmen are being 
expelled from the Transvaal. 



South 
Africa 



General Roberts still remains at Bloem- 
fontein. His army was so shattered when 
he arrived there that he has been unable as 
yet to make any general move northward. The Boers 
have sent large raiding divisions down on both his flanks. 
The raid into the southeast of the Free State has resulted 
in the loss to General Roberts of two thousand men in 
killed, wounded and captured. The net spread by him 
to capture the Boers has failed. They have escaped to 
the north again, carrying large quantities of wheat back 
with them. They have outgeneraled the British officers 
at every point. In the western part of the Free State 
about Warrenton they have also considerable bodies of 
men, and are threatening General Methuen's communica- 
tions. Mafeking is still unrelieved, and the British seem 
to have made little progress toward its deliverance. 
The Boers have thrown a strong force to the south in 
order to check any relieving columns. In accordance 
with an old treaty, the British have been allowed by the 
Portuguese government to send forces through Portu- 
guese East Africa from Beira. Against this action Presi- 
dent Kruger has entered a formal protest as an essential 
violation of international law. The Transvaal govern- 
ment continues to receive large supplies through Lour- 
enzo Marquez, the English patrol vessels being unable to 
prevent neutral vessels from landing them. The latest 
reports indicate considerable fighting east of Bloemfon- 
tein, and severer engagements are thought to be impend- 
ing. The British press is showing no little impatience 
with Lord Roberts's slowness and want of success in 
trapping the Boers. It is not easy to form a just esti- 
mate of the exact military situation, so severely are the 
dispatches censured, but the British army seems to have 
made very little real gain during the month. Estimates 
of the Boer forces still in the field vary from thirty to 
eighty thousand men. Because of the blowing up of the 



The Farm and Ranch writes thus upon 
Preachers ^ manner in which so many ministers of 

and War. * 

the gospel favor wars : 

" We can hardly understand why Christian preachers 
almost unanimously favor wars, and the more cruel and 
unjustifiable the war the more unanimous are the clergy 
in upholding it. In England there is a large and respect- 
able minority who oppose the present war for the con- 
quest of the South African republics, but it contains few, 
if any, of the clergy. In our own country, the preachers 
have endorsed the South African war and the Philippine 
war, and are generally found favoring the strong against 
the weak. There may be preachers who are not subject 
to this charge, and if so we would be glad to hear the 
voice of one, or read the drippings from his pen." 

It is painful to have to confess that in a general way 
this indictment is true, and has in modern times nearly 
always been true. But if the Farm and Ranch will 
examine the names appended to the British memorial 
against the South African War printed on another page 
of this paper, it will find that some of the strongest 
opponents of the war are leading clergymen and preach- 
ers in various English Christian bodies. In our own 
country, among the opponents of the government's 
Philippine policy and war are a few of the ablest and 
most prominent preachers in the nation. But, alas, 
how few they are ! Any one who can satisfactorily ex- 
plain the average attitude of the clergy at all times on 
the subject of war, in general and in particular, will do 
a great service to Christianity and humanity. For our- 
selves, as for the paper quoted, it has always been a 
mystery. In private life and civil affairs the spirit of 
the preachers is generally of an entirely different kind ; 
they favor peace and condemn quarreling and fighting. 
There are indications that a change is rapidly coming 
over the clergy in regard to public war. Many preachers 
in quiet and retired places, whose utterances never get 
abroad, are doing faithful work in proclaiming peace, and 
we are hopeful that the entire body of the clergy may 
some day be in the van of the movement, where they 
rightfully belong. 

Dr. Reuen Thomas, one of the Directors 
Dr. Thomas's f th American Peace Society, has been 

Anniversary. J 

twenty-five years pastor of the Harvard 
Congregational Church, Brookline, Mass. The anniver- 
sary was celebrated by the church on the 21st and 22d of 
April, and he was presented by his congregation with a 
purse of five thousand dollars. Few churches have been 
more successful than the Harvard Church under Dr. 
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Thomas's ministry. Few pulpits in any denomination 
have had an abler or more faithful preacher. Dr. 
Thomas came from London and had to meet the peculiar 
difficulties falling in the way of any Englishman entering 
an American pulpit. He succeeded from the very first. 
He is to-day as much American as English — a true 
Anglo-American. He has done much in this country to 
develop a better feeling toward England, by revealing to 
us the real feelings of the masses of Englishmen toward 
our country and people. This is not the least of the 
great services which he has performed. Dr. Thomas's 
ministry has been a ministry of peace. He is one of the 
few eminent preachers who have kept Christ's principles 
of peace, as of universal obligation and practicability, in 
the forefront of their ministrations. Not only in times 
of quiet has the note of peace sounded out from the 
Harvard Church pulpit, but in times of crisis also when 
passion and excitement ruled the hour and men were in 
sore need of wise counsel. Dr. Thomas's church is a 
wealthy one, and his perfectly frank and faithful course 
on this as on other subjects has proved that rich men 
are quite as likely as any others to respect intellectual 
and spiritual honesty in the ministry. The discourse, 
entitled " The War System in the Light of Civilization 
and Religion," delivered by Dr. Thomas in City Temple, 
London, before the Peace Congress of 1890, is one of 
the masterpieces of peace literature, and might profitably 
be read by every Christian minister. It can be had for 
ten cents at our office. We wish Dr. Thomas a 
happy and safe vacation, which he is taking for the 
summer. 



of adjusting controversies in place of the cruel and, as 
he believed, nowadays, practically always needless arbit- 
rament of war. He leaves a widow, one daughter and 
two grandchildren, to all of whom we extend our sincer- 
est sympathies in their great bereavement. 



The Board of Directors of the American 
w E Sheldon P eace Society has just lost one of its earn- 
est and faithful members, in the death of 
Mr. Wm. E. Sheldon. He passed away very suddenly, 
from heart failure, on the 16th of April, in his office, in 
the same building in which we have our quarters. Mr. 
Sheldon had been, at the time of his death, for twenty- 
five years the business manager of the New England 
(Educational) Publishing Company. He had a long and 
useful career as an educator, having had much to do 
with the founding and development of the National 
Educational Association. He was a man of ability, of 
natural leadership, and of very social and genial nature, 
and he had a wide friendship throughout the nation. 
In his work in the Executive Committee and the Board 
of Directors of the Peace Society, with which he was 
associated for twelve years, though not holding radical 
peace views, he showed deep and unremitting interest in 
all the movements for the substitution of pacific methods 



Brevities. 

. . . An effort was made in Brussels on the 4th of 
April, by a sixteen-year-old anarchist, to assassinate the 
Prince of Wales. He gave as his reason for trying to 
shoot the Prince that the latter had " caused thousands 
of men to be slaughtered in South Africa." 

. . . The London Times thinks that President McKin- 
ley's opportunism "has done little practically to promote 
the creation of new ties between the two nations." 

. . . The recent ecumenical missionary conference in 
New York, of which we mean to speak more at length 
in our next issue, was in many respects the most remark- 
able Protestant religious assembly which ever came 
together. It represented the growing liberality and fra- 
ternity among Protestant bodies, their increasing unity 
of spiritual purpose, the decline of " theological hatred," 
the growth of comity in mission fields, on all of which 
the coming of God's kingdom of righteousness and peace 
so largely depend. 

. . . On April 27, by a vote of twenty to eight, the 
budget committee of the German Reichtag adopted a 
motion granting the new battleships asked for by the 
government. By this action of the budget committee 
the passage of the naval augmentation bill is virtually 
assured. 

. . . "The War in South Africa: its Causes and 
Effects," by J. A. Hobson, is much the best book on the 
South African question that has appeared. It is discrim- 
inating, comprehensive and thorough. It is published 
by the Macmillan Company, New York. 

. . . Mr. E. Potonie- Pierre, one of the veterans of the 
peace movement in France, continues to send out his 
feuilles volantes and his petits plaidoyers contre la 
guerre. A big batch of these which we have recently 
received show that he is vigorous and flourishing in old 
age. 

. . . The total number of deaths among the United 
States troops in the Philippines since July 1, 1898, is 
2,756. This takes no account of the thousands wounded 
and of those sent home invalided. 

. . . The President has signed the civil government 
bill for Hawaii, which will shortly be a territory of the 
United States, with territorial officers, a legislature, etc. 
All the territorial offices are to be filled by citizens of the 
island. President Dole will be the first governor. 

. . . The military government of Porto Rico ended on 
the 30th of April, and on the following day the civil 
government, provided for by Congress, went into effect. 
Hon. Charles H. Allen of Massachusetts, who has been 
assistant secretary of the navy, was inaugurated civil 
governor with elaborate ceremonies. His inaugural 
address was favorably received. 



